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Soviet Bloc Zconomiec Pe tion of Africa

In 1957 the Soviet Bloc continuved to increase its sconcmic overtures
to African countries., Bloc overturss have been made on the diprlomatic,
economic and cultural levels. The Bloc has concentrated its economic
activities in the newly independent nstions such as Tunisia, Morocco,
Ghane, Liberia and Libya. |

The most extensive Bloc economic advances in Africa have besen made
in the fleld of trade. Although trade with the Bloc has been sporadic
and of minor importance, it is increasing and new trade agresements call
for expanded trade. Bloc offera to 1ift burdensome surpluses such as
cocos in Ghana and cotton in Sudan have z;oceived favorable publicity.
Trade agresments have been concluded by a number of Bloc countries with
Morocco and Tunisia and both Chana snd Sudan have received offers by the
USSR to axpand commercial rslations. Seversl of the Bloc eountries have
presented impressive exhibits at trade fairs held in Moroceo and Tunisia.

There have been few Bloc offers of credits te African countriss.
The 3Sudan and Tunisis have recelved general offers of economic assistance
from ths Bloc but to date these have not been accepted. The Bloc has
extended a number of scholarship offers to studenis in African countries
but acceptance has been on 2 limited basis. Czechoslovak snd Sovist
offers of arms to Tunisis during the Tunlislan arms crisis were made
public by various Tunliaian officigls but were later disclaimed. Never-

theless, the threat of Bloc arms sld was a factor in the crisls.
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